Fracture of the shaft of the femur at the apex of the stem of a femoral prosthesis.
Five cases are described of fracture of the femoral shaft at the apex of the prosthetic stem of a femoral prosthesis. Four were treated by compression fixation using a specially modified plate. In the fifth case the prosthesis was loose so it was replaced using a femoral component with an elongated stem to fix the fracture. The author suggests a hypothesis to explain such fractures, which are by no means a rare complication of arthroprosthesis of the hip.